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Dear sailors of the Biwako Yacht Club,

N 40, “BALMUNG’, 1933

President of the 10gm Racing Class Association

Member of the Union Yacht Club Mondsee, est. 1908
Member of the Union Yacht Club Stammverein, est. 1886

Artur Vlasaty (90 A 4E R F 1 8)

Dear sailors of the Biwako Yacht Club,

With deep respect and a smile on my face, I send my heartiest
greetings to the Biwako Yacht Club, which is celebrating its 90th

anniversary.

About 100 years ago sailing as a matter of sport was still
young and only existing for the upper class of the society. Only
temporarily halted by two world wars, sailing activity continuously
increased, and finally after World War II became open for all as a

pleasure for whoever wanted to follow its fascination.

Today there are thousands of sailing clubs worldwide where
already kids get the chance to learn how to deal with wind and
water on a sailboat. Most clubs are more or less young. But there
are some that have quite a bit of history and the Biwako Yacht Club

is one of those, no doubt.

It is well known that this sailing club is the owner of the historic
10 square meter racing dinghy of the Einheitszehner class, SVARA,
built in 1939. This leads me to bring a review of the historic events
starting shortly before the birth of the Biwako Yacht Club and
dealing with the birth of the Einheitszehner.

On November the 27th, 1921, it was a Sunday; the German
Sailors’ Association (DSV) had its annual meeting in Berlin in
Hotel “Kaiserhof”. This meeting was a big moment also for Austria
because the Union Yacht Club from Austria became member of the
German Sailors’ Association and had for the first time a seat and
a vote in this meeting, where the following resolution was made:
A category of “racing classes” for dinghies was created with sub-
division into 5, 10, 15 and 22 square meter racing classes. The
already existing 20sqm racing class was excluded, because the
strong lobby of the 22sqm sailors were afraid of the competition

that was coming up with the 20sqm boats that were and still are

BIWAKO YACHT CLUB

the fastest racers with their light, long and slim hulls. The new-

born 10sqm racing class got as a sign the letter “N” in its sail. (5
with “V”, 15 with “M”, 20 with “Z" and 22 with “J")

Before this day the 10sqm dinghies were listed in the category of
the “Gig Class IV". Although their boat types been existing already
years before, still, by definition the 10sqm racing class was created
in 1921, one year before the birth of the Biwako Yacht Club. By
the way, the oldest 10gqm dinghy with measurements that is

documented was built in 1909.

Until the 1920s the 10sqm was an open construction class with
few measurement regulations only, like limited sail area. The
engineers and boat builders had a wide field of experimentation, to
make those boats faster and faster. This was the reason, the racing
class was the most developed dinghy in those days and most

sailors preferred this spectacular boat type.

At the early 1930s a new movement of sailors came up with the
tendency to create a dinghy with precisely regulated measurements
within the class. The idea was to figure out who the better sailor
was and not whose boat allowed the best performance. Also
the costs for newer and faster constructions became ever more
prohibitive. Different constructions were tested in races and finally
it was the design of Reinhard Drewitz from Berlin that became
the definition for the “Einheitszehner”, which had a measurement
regulation in all details and was born 1931. The drawings for
the Einheitszehner Class were published at the German Sailors’
Association and the sign in the sail which had been “N” before,
was now three connected rings. Soon the German Thyssen-Krupp
Steel Company insisted on a change of this sign, because it was
very similar to their logo. Therefore the inner lines of the rings got

erased.

At this time about 350 boats of the 10sqm racing class had already



been built, and with the Einheitszehner formula another 100 new

boats found its owner. The Einheitszehner was the first dinghy in
sailing history that had a strict and limited measurement regulation
in the German area. One disadvantage turned out soon. Since no
technical improvements were allowed anymore, the engineers and

investors lost their interest in this class and moved to other classes.

On the other hand a new Einheitszehner could be built for a
reasonable price and became the most popular dinghy in those
days. After the Olympic Games in Berlin in 1936 the Einheitszehner
was elected to be raced for the next Olympic Games in Japan in
1940.

This must be the reason that Zenta Yoshimoto from the Japanese
Olympic Team 1936 and member of the Biwako Yacht Club
brought the drawings of the Einheitszehner home to Otsu and
ordered the construction of SVARA in 1937. Unfortunately Zenta
Yoshimoto was lost to us in World War II, the Olympic Games
1940 in Japan got cancelled, and also in Europe a lot of boats

became victims of the war and were destroyed.

But SVARA survived in the Biwako Yacht Club and with her the
original drawings of the Einheitszehner. Later it turned out those
drawings where the last existing pieces.

Soon after World War II the Einheitszehner was not supported
anymore in Germany and got finally erased from the class register
in 1952. Only in Austria some sailors tried to give the 10sqm
Racing Class a new future. There were already regattas sailed in a
field of about 10 boats in 1948 in the open 10sqm Racing Class

together with the few existing Einheitszehner.

In the mid 1950’s synthetic materials came up in boating and
wooden boats went out of fashion. Some boat builders and sailors
in Austria tried to produce 10sqm boats built out of plastic,

but with the other upcoming international classes like Flying
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Dutchman, 470 etc., the final end of the 10sqm Racing Class was
confirmed by the end of 1960s.

For almost 50 years there was no activity anymore in this class.

In 2006, Matthias Pechstein from Berlin, Thomas Koerner from
Salzburg and I decided to give the 10sqm Racing Class a new lease
of life. Wherever we met sailors from old days, we could feel that
the spirit and the excitement for this class still exists and is big.
Out of our idea we tried to find all boats that survived, to motivate
their owners and to activate the old tradition also for younger
generations. In our research activities we found SVARA from the
Biwako Yacht Club in 2009. This was a sensation to us. I visited
SVARA in Otsu in winter 2010 and found her in an exceptionally

good original condition, such as I have never seen before.

In 2010 German, Swiss, Austrian and Japanese sailors sailed
together the classic boats at the Austrian Classic Sailing Week on
lake “Wolfgangsee” in old tradition. This great historic moment
is hard to describe in words, because it was full of wonderful

impressions, strong emotions and thrilling adventures.

Today the 10sqm Racing Class is back in life and with her a lot of

sailors, who share and enjoy those wonderful masterpieces.

And SVARA showed us that she is more than just a beautiful boat.
She is the entrance to wonderful friendships between sailors from

different nation.

I wish the Biwako Yacht Club, all his sailors and their families that
the spirit, the fascination and the tradition of sailing will always be
a good partner in providing them with wonderful adventures und

friendships beyond all borders.

Austria, 2012
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